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Reed, Ruby Fay (PHS'48)

Ruby was called to her heavenly home on October 16, 2025, at the age of 96.

Born in Champion, Alberta, and later residing in Three Hills, she was known

for her kindness, practicality, and deep devotion to those she loved. She

found joy in simple, meaningful work like sewing, and took great pride in

raising her five children. Ruby and her late husband George, shared a strong

and loving partnership that shaped a lasting family legacy. She will be

remembered for her loving spirit, quiet strength, and the warmth she

extended to all who knew her

Zerbe, Benjamin "Ben" (PBI'46)

Benjamin was born on June 15, 1926, in Lustre, Montana and was called

home on May 20, 2025. He сommitted his life to Christ at 15, and trained at

Prairie Bible Institute. With his wife, Esther, they served as missionaries in

Japan for 20 years, planting churches and collaborating with the Japanese

church while raising a family of five children. Returning to North America in

1970, Ben pastored at Mennonite Brethren churches across the United States.

Even in retirement, he remained active in community service and maintained

strong connection with the Japanese church. He dedicated his life to

faithfully following Jesus and positively impacting others.

a

Fredrikson, Lorraine "Laurie" (PBI'51)

Lorraine grew up in St. Paul and came to faith early in life. Feeling called to

missionary work, she met her husband, Dean, during WWII and together they

trained at Prairie Bible Institute before joining TEAM in Portugal. Their ministry
included church planting, literature work, youth camps, and radio outreach.

Laurie loved teaching the Bible to women and children. They welcomed five

children into their family before they returned to the U.S. in 1976. She taught

English at Oak Hills Christian College for ten years in Bemidji, MN. She

enjoyed gardening, embroidering, and spending time with family. Lorraine

met her Saviour on March 19, 2025.
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Hall, Muriel (PHS'47; PBI'51)

Muriel was born on June 25, 1929, in Pittsburgh, PA and raised in Seattle. She

attended Prairie High School in Three Hills, Alberta, and graduated from

Prairie Bible Institute in 1951. In 1952, she married Don Kirk and faithfully

served on the Prairie staff for 46 years. After Don's passing, she married

Mervyn in 2004 and became a member of Parkdale Grace Fellowship. She

will be remembered for her deep love of Scripture, prayer, flowers, and her
joyful hope in seeing Jesus. Muriel went home to be with her Lord on

February 16, 2025.

Wittman, George (PHS'47; PBI'51)

George was born in Beiseker, Alberta, and developed a love for hockey as a

child. He gave his life to Christ at the age of 10 during a Prairie Bible Institute

evangelistic rally. His family moved to Three Hills so he could attend Prairie

High School and Prairie Bible Institute. Upon completing his studies, he

joined the Prairie staff serving at the bush camp. He married Mildred, and they

shared nearly 67 years together. A skilled journeyman carpenter, George

helped build many key campus buildings. He had a passion for children's

ministry and served his community as a volunteer firefighter for 25 years.

After a life of faithful service, he entered the arms of Jesus on October 17,

2025.

Utz, Vera (PBI'52)

Vera grew up on a farm near Three Hills, where she developed a lifelong love

of music. In 1953, she married Ole, and together they served as missionaries

in Peru, sharing the Gospel, establishing churches, and bringing music to

villages with her accordion. Vera taught music and welcomed villagers and

fellow missionaries with generous hospitality. During Ole's illness, she learned

to drive at 58 to visit him in the hospital. After his passing, she moved to

Calgary to be near family and in 2003, she married longtime family friend

Jim, cherishing their time together until his death in 2008. She shared her

musical gifts with residents at Seton AgeCare where she passed away on May

25, 2025.
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Fletcher Jr, George (PBI'53)

George lived and served in various states and countries throughout his career

as a missionary pilot with JAARS/Wycliffe Bible Translators. He attended

Prairie Bible Institute and worked in the Four Corners region of the Southwest

with the Navajo Gospel Crusade. He initially joined Wycliffe as a translator

before becoming a pilot. During this time, he met his wife of nearly 58 years.

George deeply loved the Lord and used his gifts, like playing the flute,

teaching Sunday school, and spending hours in prayer often praying for

others, to glorify God and bless those around him. He went home to be with

Jesus on May 31, 2025.

Stewart, Robert (PBI'53)

Robert was called home on July 8, 2025. He studied at Gordon College and

Prairie Bible Institute, where he met his wife, Vera with whom raised four

children. Together, they served in missionary work on Vancouver Island and

later move to Haiti to serve with WorldTeam, caring for children in an

orphanage. He later supported MEBSH churches by coordinating teams to

build church roofs. After retiring in 2000, they settled in Calgary, remaining

active in church and travel. A lover of brass and gospel music, Bob's joy in

music was rooted in his trumpet-playing days at Prairie. Remembered for his

adventurous spirit and kindness, he leaves a legacy of generosity and steadfast

Christian faith.

Braaten, Harding (PHS'50; PBI'54)

Harding entered heaven on October 21, 2025. Raised on a farm near North

Star, Alberta, he began playing piano at age 12. At 14, he attended Prairie High

School and Prairie Bible Institute, where he met his future wife, Donna. During

that time, he became the pianist for The Janz Quartet, moving to Switzerland

with the group in 1955. Donna joined a year later as their secretary. Harding

served with Janz Team Ministries (now TeachBeyond) for 38 years, traveling

throughout German-speaking Europe as a pianist in their crusade ministry. He

is remembered for his strong faith, warm smile, sense of humour, and love of

family, music, travel, writing, photography, and friendship.
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Leverette, Jake (PBI'54)

Jake served as a pastor in numerous churches throughout the United States

and Canada, serving on various mission trips around the world. His love for

God was evident to everyone who knew him. Jake held a profound affection

for the Church and a lifelong connection to Prairie Bible Institute, where he

studied the entire Canon through the "Search Questions" program. In 2010,

Jake and his wife, Peggy, were honoured as Distinguished Alumni, recognized

for glorifying God through their daily lives and faithful service. Jake passed

into his Saviour's presence on June 24, 2025.

Lister, Irvin (PBI'57)

Irvin was called home to his Heavenly Father on May 11, 2025. He began his

college journey at Prairie Bible Institute and went on to earn a PhD from

Northern Illinois University. He dedicated his life to teaching at Moody Bible

Institute and nurtured a love for painting alongside his son. For 40 years, he

faithfully served at Sparta Center Church. His life reflected a deep devotion to

God, genuine love for others, and a lasting legacy of service that continues to

inspire all who knew him. He is survived by his wife, Donna; four children; and

numerous grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Gregerson, Kenneth (PBI'58)

Ken, a renowned linguist and former president of SIL International, met his

Saviour on June 25, 2025, in Albuquerque, NM. A 1958 Prairie graduate with a

Ph.D. from the University of Washington, he was known for groundbreaking

work in Austroasiatic linguistics, including tone, register, and historical

phonology. Together with his wife, Marilyn, he served language communities

across several countries. As SIL president, he promoted language

development, literacy, and Bible translation. His forthcoming Rengao grammar

and dictionary will be a lasting legacy. He is remembered for his humility, faith,

and intellectual excellence.
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Schmitt, Charles (PBI'58)

Charles grew up in Ridgewood, NY, alongside his wife, Dotty. After a

transformative encounter with Jesus, he began ministry training at 17,

studying at Prairie Bible Institute and Bethany College of Missions. Charles

and Dotty raised three daughters while pastoring and co-owning several

businesses. His ministry spanned across five continents, with a particular

focus on India, Nepal, the 10/40 window, and Israel. He helped establish Bible

schools in India and Maryland and wrote seven books on biblical themes. He

was passionate about teaching Scripture and equipping the Body of Christ.

Charles entered the presence of his Lord on February 5, 2025.

Fawley, Beverly (PBI'62)

Bev peacefully went home to be with her Lord and Savior on May 1, 2025. She

grow up on a farm in Delburne, Alberta, and met the love of her life, Jerry,

while attending Bible School. Together, they served as missionaries with SIM in

Nigeria. A devoted member of First Baptist Church of Sebring, FL, Bev served in

the choir, Bible studies, and children's ministries. Known for her love of music,

warmth, and gift for creating beauty, she poured herself into her church and

community. Bev also enjoyed games, crocheting, and cooking, and was

cherished for welcoming everyone with an open door and a cup of coffee.

Reader, May (PBI'63)

Originally from Manitoba, May came to study at Prairie in preparation for

missionary service. During this time, she discovered a passion for Ireland and

moved there to serve God through an organization called Literature Crusade,

an organization operating Christian bookstores across the country. She

faithfully served in this ministry for about 20 years. May went home to be with

her Heavenly Father on July 2, 2025, at the age of 83.
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Hunt, Geraldine (PBI'64; Staff'70)

Geraldine, the youngest of 9 children grew up in Olean, NY. She and her first

husband, Fred, attended Prairie to pursue their education, during which time

they became a family of 4. In later years, she enjoyed travelling across the

country with her second husband, Carl. Throughout her life, Geraldine was

known for her deep and unwavering faith in the Lord. She went to be with the

Lord on October 1, 2025.

Barber, Sandra (PBI'65; Staff'68)

Sandra studied Christian Education and Biblical Studies at Prairie Bible Institute

and remained there after graduation as an English teacher. She married Robert,

and together they served with Bible Centered Ministries International in

Scotland for 40 years. Sandra ministered to children and youth and founded an

annual women's conference in 1980, which continues today. After the fall of

the Iron Curtain in 1989, she and Bob travelled throughout Eastern Europе,

training and encouraging pastors and ministry leaders through more than fifty

month-long trips across ten countries, impacting thousands of children's

ministry leaders. Sandra was called home on April 4, 2025.

Gamache, Dale (PHS'63; PBI'67)

Dale was born in Texas, raised in Minnesota, and then moved with his parents

to Prairie in 1960. After high school and Bible School at Prairie he served in the

US Army for three years. Dale completed a BA in History (Seattle Pacific) and a

Masters in History (U of Maryland). Dale met his wife, Sherry, at Seattle Pacific.

Most of Dale's career was as a teacher and then a civilian employee of the US

Army Recruiting Command in the US NE. He was active in his local church,

enjoyed singing (Men of Song in BS) and had a keen interest in prophecy. Dale

passed onto glory on October 16, 2025. He is survived by his wife, Sherry, son,

Grant (wife Cory), and four grandchildren.
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Garwood, Rosalie (Lewis) (PHS'64; PBI'67)

On July 7, 2025, at the age of 79, Rosalie went home to be with the Lord she

loved and served. The daughter of Goldie and Hertha Lewis, she cherished her

childhood as a "staff kid" at Prairie. Over the years, Rosalie served in various

roles on Prairie's staff and later as office manager and mission hostess with

Japan Evangelical Mission. After a stroke in 2015, she was diagnosed with

vascular dementia. In 2019, she was placed into long-term care, where she

spent the past six years. Rosalie is remembered by her loving husband, David;

their son, Benno and his wife, Bethany; and her siblings, Lloyd, Reg, and Lois.

Mabbott, Ronald (PBI'71)

Ron went to be with his Heavenly Father on August 13, 2025, at the age of 90.

He is survived by his wife of 65 years, Melva; their children; and numerous

grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Ron lived a full and loving life, devoted

to his family, his faith, and the communities he served. Known for his warm

smile, gentle humour, and joyful spirit, he brought light and encouragement to

all around him. His deep faith and steadfast love for his family were the

foundation of a long and meaningful life.

Perry, June (Staff'81-82)

June entered the presence of her Savior on August 27, 2025. She was raised

with her brothers on a farm near Outlook, Montana, where her mother taught

school. June's lifelong love of learning led her to study at Rocky Mountain

College and Moody Bible Institute before completing her degree through

Prairie Bible Institute. In 1959, she sensed God's calling to mission work and

joined Camp Homewood's staff where she met her husband, Leonard. They

were blessed with 3 children; Kinza, Rita, and Nathan. Together, they served

for 20 years with SIM in Ghana, West Africa. June and her husband returned to

Alberta to settle down and enjoy time with family and friends.

7

PRAIRIE COLLEGE


